
5/2/2017 MINUTES OF OHCA GENERAL MEETING
58 attendees (total, including guests)

A few days prior to this OHCA meeting, Steve Miller, Secretary,  gathered and  distributed OHCA  Issues Summary and Issues Rank Order to OHCA  members and Middletown officials.  Chief Weber and Ted Maloney investigated and drove to the OHCA trouble spots.. 

Guests: Mayor Scharfenberger; Deputy Mayor Murray (lives on Wallace in Oak Hill); Police Chief Weber; DPW/Chief Engineer  Ted Maloney

Sean Clark was host/moderator
Treasurers Report was given
Election of Officers resulted in Sean Clark, Pres; Kevin Tor/Rebecca Iacobellis, Co-VP; Deirdre MacDonald (Treas); Steve Miller (Sec)
Glenn Cashion: announced “Weekend in Old Monmouth”, May 6-7

RAGE President Rachel Kanapka (accompanied by Andy Clark) presented a RAGE status report
Mayor Scharfenberger presented a general discussion of business expansion and movement. 
· Businesses are taking advantage of new freedoms to do small remodeling/ or 10% expansion without going before the planning board.

Chief Weber 
· described a 13% drop in crim e in 2016; and 48% since 2010.  Middletown is award-wining, and within the top 5% of safest in nation to raise children;  
· The chief drove to visit all the -sites mentioned in the written reports  
· Timing of lights: most are county, or parkway – will look into whether Parkway or County control.

· Will look into complaint about school guard on Kings Highway, near Cherry Tree where a school guard stopped traffic on the main road, to let a teacher’s car out. 
· Speeding complaints: 17 recent speeding tickets; stopped 12 – only gave 2 tickets (“reset or were sent”)? remaining were given warnings

· the Mayor commented: only tickets create change – “flashing lights don’t cut it” 

Ted Maloney
· Over the last year, and shared paving agreement with the county has allowed paving at ~1/3 the cost

· Over this last weekend, Ted visited the Oak Hill sites, named in the written material.   Plan to “work out” some of the problem areas.  Paves maybe a dozen roads/year.  Sometimes emergencies  like collapsed culvert) result in  last minute changes in priorities.

· ERRODING CREEK BANKS: Ted is presently planning repairs of culverts to stabilize the outputs (flow the flows) on Pellican (near Marge’s house) and Ballantine  - recent meetings with DEP led to some redesign.

· DEER: beyond Ted’s expertise; perhaps the resident could check with county Parks or County Fish & Wildlife

BRUSH/LEAF PICKUP: Mayor commented that only 9% of the town puts out leaves in spring and brush in fall, so it is NOT economical to offer that service.  Leaves mixed with brush increases the grinding volume and costs  money.  

PORICY PARK: invasive plants are “eating” trees and other plants (perhaps a green team project?)

SCHOOL POPULATION: Middletown South is now the larger high school. Thompson has expanded to ~1000 students and is  now the largest Intermediate school..  School drop-off and pick-up congestion is also increasing because of the proximity of private schools.
(these minutes written by Steve Miller, OHCA Secretary)
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